KCTL SoTL Reading Group: Possible Book Choices for 2012-2013
Situations Matter: Understanding How Context Transforms Your World  by Sam Sommers (2011)
The world around you is pulling your strings, shaping your innermost instincts and your most private thoughts. And you don't even realize it. Every day and in all walks of life, we overlook the enormous power of situations, of context in our lives. That's a mistake, says Sam Sommers in his provocative new book. Just as a museum visitor neglects to notice the frames around paintings, so do people miss the influence of ordinary situations on the way they think and act. But frames- situations- do matter. Your experience viewing the paintings wouldn't be the same without them. The same is true for human nature. In Situations Matter, Sommers argues that by understanding the powerful influence that context has in our lives and using this knowledge to rethink how we see the world, we can be more effective at work, at home, and in daily interactions with others. He describes the pitfalls to avoid and offers insights into making better decisions and smarter observations about the world around us.

College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be  by Andrew Delbanco (2012)
After more than 20 years of teaching, Delbanco (American studies & humanities, Columbia Univ.; Melville: His World and Work) believes Americans need to rethink the goals of university education and what kind of university can best achieve those goals. He emphasizes the importance of the undergraduate, residential experience, where students can develop their ethical as well as analytical intelligence. He criticizes the largest and most successful institutions for reducing the attention paid to undergraduates and engendering a sense of entitlement among students rather than social responsibility. He assigns blame broadly, pointing out that graduate training fails to teach future faculty about the importance of undergraduate education, while too many institutions have lost sight of the role of ethics and integrity in the curriculum. Delbanco recognizes the problems in contemporary higher education of high costs, limited access, low completion rates, and uncertain purpose, but he stresses the importance of staying focused on the core values of education while working to remedy the weaknesses. VERDICT Recommended for academic and general audiences as a thoughtful, literate, and gracefully written reminder of what higher education needs to be.

The Mind at Work: Valuing the Intelligence of the American Worker by Mike Rose

As did the national bestseller Nickel and Dimed, Mike Rose’s revelatory book demolishes the long-held notion that people who work with their hands make up a less intelligent class. He shows us waitresses making lightning-fast calculations, carpenters handling complex spatial mathematics, and hairdressers, plumbers, and electricians with their aesthetic and diagnostic acumen.  Rose, an educator who is himself the son of a waitress, explores the intellectual repertory of everyday workers and the terrible social cost of undervaluing the work they do. Deftly combining research, interviews, and personal history, this is one of those rare books that has the capacity both to shape public policy and to illuminate general readers.
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The College Fear Factor: How Students and Professors Misunderstand One Another

by Rebecca D. Cox (2009)
Rebecca Cox's argument is both simple and compelling. She reminds us that students often enter classrooms feeling academically inadequate, with very limited definitions of 'real' instruction or 'useful' knowledge. Combine that with teachers' definitions of learning, and of what's important to know, and the result can be mutual frustration, with each side blaming the other. We have learned a great deal in the last twenty years about what goes on in classrooms. But no one before Cox has shown so clearly what teacher-student interactions about learning and teaching are like, how these are interpreted, or misinterpreted, and with what consequences. The implications go far beyond community colleges. This is a book that should be read by every teacher at every level.
--Marvin Lazerson, University of Pennsylvania
The Shallows: What the Internet Is Doing to Our Brains by Nicholas Carr (2011)
Finalist for the 2011 Pulitzer Prize in General Nonfiction: “Nicholas Carr has written a Silent Spring for the literary mind.”—Michael Agger, Slate
“Is Google making us stupid?” When Nicholas Carr posed that question, in a celebrated Atlantic Monthly cover story, he tapped into a well of anxiety about how the Internet is changing us. He also crystallized one of the most important debates of our time: As we enjoy the Net’s bounties, are we sacrificing our ability to read and think deeply? Now, Carr expands his argument into the most compelling exploration of the Internet’s intellectual and cultural consequences yet published. As he describes how human thought has been shaped through the centuries by “tools of the mind”—from the alphabet to maps, to the printing press, the clock, and the computer—Carr interweaves a fascinating account of recent discoveries in neuroscience by such pioneers as Michael Merzenich and Eric Kandel. Our brains, the historical and scientific evidence reveals, change in response to our experiences. The technologies we use to find, store, and share information can literally reroute our neural pathways.
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