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Chapter Nine: Hell Yeah, I’m Hot!
Twenge and Campbell argue, “A 2008 survey found that a shocking 1 out of 4 teen girls has sent a nude or nearly nude picture of herself via the Internet or cell phone. These images meant for one person, often end up circulating to hundreds of other teens” (p. 146).

· In a discussion held recently with faculty in the ESL Fig we discussed the pros and cons of friending students on Facebook. How does sexting and other similarly risky online behavior have the possibility to put us as faculty in precarious positions if we chose to include students in our online networks? How can we use these tools positively to enrich faculty and staff members’ relationships with students?

· What are the dangers to students in these same online network relationships? Do they understand the lack of control they have over online messages? Do students understand the permanence of these messages? 

On a similar note the authors argue, “On the popular website ratemyprofessor.com, professors whom students rated as “hot”  receive a chili pepper icon. The site even lists the hottest professors in the country” (p. 155).

· How do sites like ratemyprofessor.com feed the narcissism epidemic? How do they affect the nature of educational relationships if at all? 

Chapter Ten: The Spending Explosion and Its Impact on the Environment 
Twenge and Campbell argue a shocking statistic stating, “In the late 90’s Americans spent more on shoes, jewelry, and watches ($80 billion) than on higher education ($65 billion)” (p. 163).

· How can we as educators best argue for the necessity of education in a culture where, through easy credit, students are able to acquire the outward signs and symbols of affluence? 

· Given the spending power of North American consumers are we underselling, and as a consequence underfunding, American public higher education?

In the same chapter the authors argue, “Outside of a few daytime scream fest talk shows, the only time poor people appear on TV now is during natural disasters like Hurricane Katrina. Viewers were shocked by the storm victims’ poverty, even though there are many more poor people in America than people rich enough to be portrayed on 90210 or Gossip Girl. No one is shocked when rich people appear on TV” (p. 171). 

· Does the skewed nature of media allow students to lose sight of America’s large and growing poor and working classes? What specifically do we do in our curriculum to highlight marginalized and poor populations? What do we do in our classrooms to address the problems of poverty in our own communities?

· To combat a social bias towards the working class and manual labor several universities in India are requiring that their engineering, science, and business graduates get manual work experience digging ditches and wells before they can graduate. Would such a requirement help refocus US students and help reverse the momentum towards what the authors argue is a dramatic rise in narcissism in students?

Chapter Eleven: Seven Billion Kinds of Special 

In ‘unschooling,’ children decide what they want to learn – if anything – on a given day. There are fifty times more unschooled children now than 20 years ago – as of 2006, between 100,000 and 200,000. Education experts say that number is growing by 10% to 15% each year … It is the ultimate in individualized instruction, with no set lesson and no lesson plans” (p. 187). 

· How will a growing population of unschooled children shape college education in the years to come? What are the challenges that come with this population of students? What experiences have you had with unschooled students and students with alternative educational backgrounds? Are these students more likely to develop in to narcissists in your opinion? 

Chapter Twelve: The Quest for Infamy and the Rise of Incivility
In an online survey, one professor tells Twenge and Campbell, “I’ve experienced extreme rudeness from students recently. They get extremely upset if I ask them to turn off their cell phones. And God forbid I ask them to stop text messaging during class – this results in an outright confrontation that has come close to requiring the presence of security” (p. 201). 

· Are students more aggressive than when you started working with this population? How much of student aggression deals with communication issues, including but not limited to technology, in the classroom?

· Faced with an aggressive narcissist in the classroom what is the best way to respond? 

